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Our service tonight is dedicated to celebrating the legacy of our Early Childhood Education Center.
For six decades, the ECEC—its teachers, its directors, and its parents—helped to shape the character
and Jewish lives of generations of Great Neck children.

Its closure marks the end of an era for Temple Beth-El, and | know so many of us feel a sense of loss
because of it.

The Jewish formation our ECEC contributed to in the earliest years of so many children’s lives—many
who, today, are parents and grandparents—enables them to stand strong and proud in times that are
uncertain, troublesome, and scary for American Jews.

On Sunday afternoon, as we all know, an anti-Israel, antisemitic Egyptian man launched a series of
Molotov cocktails at Jewish citizens of Boulder, Colorado, who were gathered peacefully to show
support for the Israeli hostages and their families.

It was the third such attack in less than two years on a Jewish holiday. Hamas terrorists perpetrated
the October 7 massacre on Simchat Torah; an anti-Jewish lunatic set fire to Pennsylvania Governor
Josh Shapiro’s home shortly after the Pesach seder; and Sunday’s attack was carried out just hours
before the festival of Shavuot began.

Shavuot is when we celebrate the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. At Shavuot morning services on
Monday, we read this passage from our siddur about the holiday that was painfully resonant given
Sunday'’s terror attack:

“Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke,

for Adonai had come down upon it in fire. ... (Exodus 19:18)
Torah, given amidst fire, is compared to fire.

Just as fire lives forever, so do the words of Torah live forever.”

Terrorists have tried to destroy Jews with fire. They have murdered and burned many of us, not only in
the last couple of years but throughout history.

But the Jewish people will never be destroyed. We will live and endure, sustained by our Torah, our
tradition, our culture, our convictions, and our character—shaped from our earliest days by our
families, our synagogues, and our schools.

Karen, the work that you and our ECEC teachers do is holy. You give us strength, confidence, self-
esteem, and the moral awareness to be who we are.

The season of the Temple Beth-El Early Childhood Education Center has come to an end, but the
impact you and generations of teachers before you have made in the world will endure forever.



We bless you tonight with words from this week’s parashah, the Priestly Blessing:

Y'vareikh’kha Adonati v'yishm’rekha.
May God bless you and keep you.

Ya'er Adonai panav elekha vi‘chunekha.
May God'’s presence shine upon you, and may God deal graciously with you.

Yisa Adonai panav elekha v'yasem ['kha shalom.
May God always be with you on your journey, and may God grant you peace.



