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Pesach is a liminal time in Judaism. Rooted in the transition from winter to spring, it celebrates the change 
from cold to warmth, cloudiness to sunshine, and death to rebirth. We mark this liturgically by changing the 
weather-related line in the Amidah from “mashiv ha ruach u’morid ha-gashem (praising God for bringing wind 
and rain) to morid ha-tal (praising God as the source of the morning dew).   
  
Rabbi Baruch Simon, a Talmud professor at Yeshiva University, writes that God designed nature so that the 
Hebrew month of Nisan, the month in which we celebrate Pesach, would be the beginning of spring, “the time 
when that which was previously planted would now blossom, transforming the potential into the actual, 
the concealed into the revealed.” (Imrei Baruch, Parashat Tzav 1, p. 34)   
  
Rabbi Simon’s teaching is particularly relevant to Temple Beth-El this year. As you know, our Visioning 
Leadership Team began working in 2023 to develop a Vivid Vision for our future as a robust, inclusive, and 
sustainable center for pluralistic Judaism where each individual member can be their authentic Jewish self.   
  
For the last 18 months, our wise and dedicated leaders have been working hard on two very important 
initiatives that will help transform this vision into reality: One is providing for our future financial stability by 
rightsizing our physical home; and the other is a possible consolidation with Temple Tikvah of New Hyde Park. I 
am excited to say tonight, on the eve of Pesach, that those seeds we planted way back in the fall of 2023 are 
soon to blossom.  
  
Before I share these exciting developments with you, I want to emphasize that no decision on a sale of our 
building or a consolidation with another synagogue can or will be made without the approval of our 
membership.   
  
I know you have heard rumors in the community, so I want you to hear this directly from me: These rumors are 
false. Only the membership of Temple Beth-El can decide to sell the building or come together with another 
temple, and you haven’t decided those things yet. So, when someone shares a rumor with you, you can tell 
them, with absolute assurance, that their information is wrong.  
  
Now, let me tell you about the seeds that are beginning to blossom.  
  
First, as you know from our update last month, there is great interest in our building, and our real estate team 
is in serious conversations with prospective buyers. We are optimistic that we will soon be able to present an 
offer for your consideration that will generate the funds we need to sustain our congregation into the future 
and enable us to realize our vision for pluralistic Jewish life in northwestern Nassau and eastern Queens.   
  
Let me emphasize this again: There will be no sale unless and until the membership of the congregation votes 
in an open meeting to approve it. Our team has been working hard to get the best possible outcome for our 
congregation, but you, and only you, have the final say.  
  
Second: We have really been enjoying our joint activities with Temple Tikvah, including our Purim service a few 
weeks ago, our shared Purim carnival and model Seder for our religious school children, and our Havdalah 
game night for young families.   
  



The congregants at Temple Tikvah are our kind of people: warm, friendly, welcoming, easygoing, fun, easy to 
talk to, and we share the same values and the same passion for pluralistic Judaism. Based on our experiences 
so far, our leadership and their leadership believe we would be a great match for each other, and that together 
we can create something that is greater than the sum of its parts.  
  
A consolidation is a major endeavor that takes time, but I am happy to report that things are moving forward 
nicely. Later this month, we will formally launch the next phase of the process.   
  
Six action teams, each comprised of three members from each congregation, will begin working, under the 
guidance of our consolidation adviser, Dale Glasser, and the supervision of a joint leadership council, to make 
decisions about how a new consolidated synagogue would operate. Once the action teams feel that their work 
is proceeding positively and they are ready to recommend consolidation, a proposal will be brought to each of 
the two congregations individually for consideration and a vote.   
  
As with the building, no consolidation will happen unless and until our membership approves it. You have the 
final say.  
  
*****  
  
These are very exciting and promising times for our community. Though we are certainly smaller than we were 
before, we are driven by the conviction that Jewish life in our area needs and benefits from what we 
contribute to the world:   
  

• A modern expression of Judaism that is inclusive, gender egalitarian, and pluralistic; celebrates the 
individuality of every person; and encourages you to be Jewish in whatever way speaks to you.  

  
• A Judaism that is open to the world and to being in relationship with people of different cultures and 

religions; a Judaism that believes in a robust public sphere, civic involvement, and a morality that 
blends the wisdom of Jewish tradition with the wisdom of modernity.  

  
We are so blessed to be led by dedicated congregants and professionals who are smart, thoughtful, and 
visionary, and who work tirelessly to ensure the future of this community. The seeds we have planted are soon 
to blossom. At this liminal season in nature and in our Jewish story, we give thanks and praise to God, who 
gives us the strength and the ability to transform our vision into reality.  
  
Shabbat shalom and chag sameach!  
  
 


