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Purim is this coming week, which means that tonight is a special Shabbat. It’s called Shabbat Zakhor, the 

Shabbat of Remembering.  

  

Shabbat Zakhor gets its name from the commandment in the Torah: “Zakhor et asher asa l’kha 

Amalek/Remember what Amalek did to you on the way.” (Deut. 25:17)   

  

Amalek, whose army attacked the Israelites in the wilderness, was an ancestor of Haman, the villain of the 

Purim story. “Zakhor” means “remember”; and on Shabbat Zakhor, we are commanded to remember what 

Amalek did to us, how Haman tried to wipe us out, and that the spirit of Amalek lives on in the world—even to 

this day.  

  

But, this year, Shabbat Zakhor has an additional meaning for the Temple Beth-El community.   

  

Earlier this week, we announced that the Early Childhood Education Center (our preschool) will be closing its 

doors this June at the end of the school year. While this decision was necessary to enable our congregation to 

pursue our Vivid Vision for the future, I understand that closing the ECEC is very emotional for our community.  

  

For 55 years, our ECEC has been renowned as one of the best preschools on Long Island. Many of your children 

and grandchildren went here.   

  

Our outstanding directors and teachers have helped raise countless Great Neck children, helping to form their 

character, teach them Jewish values, show them what a safe and caring community is like, teach them about 

friendship, and give them a loving environment in which to grow and thrive.  

  

Over the last two-and-a-half years, I have had the privilege to participate with the children in celebrating 

Shabbat and holidays and getting to know them as little citizens of our community. I have borne witness, as so 

many of us have, to how our teachers love and nurture our preschool children as though they were their own.  

  

I know I speak for everyone here—and so many who are not here—when I say Temple Beth-El is deeply proud 

of, and grateful for, all the ECEC has done over the years for our families, our congregation, and our Great Neck 

community. There are so many good, upstanding, confident, caring human beings out in the world today who 

first learned to be that way from their teachers at the ECEC.  

  

Tonight, though, we are saddened by the coming closure of the preschool—and we honor its legacy. We honor 

all those who have devoted their life’s work to its mission, and we honor all those families who entrusted us 

with their children’s education and earliest formation.  

  

I want to give special gratitude to our ECEC director, Karen Wasserman, who taught in our school for 20 years 

and took over as director last year. Karen has done a tremendous job running our ECEC, increasing enrollment 

and significantly improving its financial situation.  

  

The decision to close the school is not in any way a reflection of Karen’s leadership, which has been absolutely 

stellar. Rather, it’s a necessity given the changing landscape of the Great Neck community and our need to 

recalibrate TBE so we can thrive here for many years to come.  

  



The commandment emerging tonight from the generations, past and present, who sustained and benefited 

from the sacred work of our ECEC is: “Zakhor/remember.” We were part of something great, something that 

has helped to make our world a better, more loving, more caring place.   

  

The seasons change; but, for as long as we live, we will remember—we will not forget.  

 


