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Kiryat Shemona, a traditionally conservative city with a substantial Orthodox population, seemed an unlikely 

place for a Reform congregation. Yet, in early 2018, student-Rabbi Orit Rosenblit began establishing a small 

Reform community, responding to local residents’ desire for a more inclusive form of Judaism. Starting with 

small-scale Shabbat and holiday services, she gradually built a stable congregation of 50 members, with up to 

80 participants from nearby towns and kibbutzim. 

 

Despite initial resistance and attacks from Orthodox community members, who declared that a woman-led 

minyan would never exist in Kiryat Shemona, student-Rabbi Orit engaged in dialogue and compromise. Her 

efforts not only gained the blessing to establish an egalitarian congregation but also transformed some of the 

Orthodox opposition into active partners and members of the congregation.1 

 

When I lived in Israel, I joined Women of the Wall each Rosh Chodesh to pray at the Kotel. Women of the Wall 

is a pluralistic group of Jewish women from around the world who advocate for the right to read from the 

Torah aloud, wear tallitot, and pray collectively at the Kotel. 

 

Most of the time, when we went to pray together, we weren’t allowed to bring in a Torah because only men 

were permitted to do so. On the rare occasions when a man helped us bring one in, we faced harassment from 

Orthodox men and women who tried to block us. When we sang and prayed aloud, Orthodox women yelled at 

us to stop. Sometimes, these protesters were bused in from yeshivas, solely to prevent us from praying. 

 

My right to pray the way I choose at the Kotel is one of the reasons I vote. I vote for women’s rights, gender 

equality, and religious equality. 

 

The Israel Movement for Reform and Progressive Judaism (IMPJ) plays a crucial role in advancing these values, 

promoting religious pluralism and democracy in Israel. The funding that sustains these efforts comes from 

allocations by the World Zionist Congress. 

 

You might be wondering: What is the World Zionist Congress (WZC)? 

 

The WZC and the World Zionist Organization (WZO) are nongovernmental institutions in Israel that profoundly 

impact Israeli society. Founded by Theodor Herzl in 1897 at the first WZC, these organizations created a 

mechanism for diaspora Jews to have a say in critical issues affecting the Jewish state. The WZO sets policies, 

elects leadership, and directs departments overseeing educational, cultural, and developmental activities within 

Israel. 

 

The WZC, known as the “Parliament of the Jewish People,” meets every five years and brings together 

representatives from Jewish communities around the world. It makes decisions on key issues and influences the 

allocation of about $1 billion annually. 

 

Why does this matter to us, Reform Jews living in Great Neck, NY? 

 

 
1 https://arza.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/HHD-Resource_9.3_a.pdf 

 

https://arza.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/HHD-Resource_9.3_a.pdf


It matters because we are Reform Jews, and we want our voices to be heard. Right now, the Orthodox coalition 

seeks to reject Reform conversions and questions the legitimacy of our Jewish identities and connections to 

Israel. 

 

In a Times of Israel article, Yizhar Hess, the vice chairman of the WZO said, “Generally speaking, the Haredi 

parties in Knesset do not send delegates to the Zionist Congress, but this new [American] party, Eretz 

HaKodesh, is associated with the United Torah Judaism party, and they managed to win 25 out of 152 seats, a 

very strong showing for a new party.” 

 

This shift impacts critical decisions around religion and state in Israel, from accepting non-Orthodox 

conversions to maintaining egalitarian prayer at the Kotel. Hess pointed out that the primary source of funding 

for non-Orthodox streams of Judaism in Israel is the Jewish Agency, whose budget is partially controlled by the 

WZC.2 

 

We, as Reform Jews, are up against motivated and disciplined opponents whose vision for the future of Israel is 

opposed to ours. Right-wing religious fundamentalists are organizing, attempting to undo all the progress 

we’ve made—to chip away at Israel’s democracy; to roll back gains for LGBTQ+ rights, gender equity, and 

religious pluralism; to strip our Israeli Reform clergy and communities of their rights, funding, and 

infrastructure, making sure that our converts and children are not welcome in the Jewish state; and to block any 

hope of Palestinian self-determination and safety. Their vision excludes our values of pluralism, justice, and 

inclusion, and we cannot let them write us out of Jewish history. 

 

What can we do? We can vote—and Vote Reform. 

 

By voting in the WZC elections, you help ensure that organizations like IMPJ can continue creating inclusive 

communities in Israel, supporting the continuation of these vital efforts, and building a more inclusive and 

diverse Jewish society. 

 

In their platform, the Vote Reform slate shares that “As Reform Zionists, we seek a democratic, pluralistic, and 

vibrant Israeli society. We believe deeply in Jewish peoplehood and that all Jews are responsible for one 

another.  

 

We support the work and mission of our Israeli Reform Movement in creating vibrant, authentic, new 

expressions and models of Jewish life in the Jewish state and working to provide for those who are powerless 

and on the margins of Israeli society. We continue to work tirelessly for the release of the hostages and an end 

to the war. We are alarmed by and are committed to combating the rising threat of antisemitism and anti-

Zionism in the U.S. and in diaspora communities around the world.”3 

 

Voting Reform is a vote for our Jewish values. 

 

It is a vote for religious equality, where all Jewish traditions and forms of observance are respected, with full 

recognition of liberal movements and an end to the ultra-Orthodox monopoly as the recognized religious 

authority. 

 
2 https://www.timesofisrael.com/upcoming-wzo-election-sees-orthodox-liberal-struggle-opportunity-for-north-

american-jews/ 

 
3 https://storage.googleapis.com/castiron/vm_app_stage/media/contest/6cdca9d3-1b72-4e42-9593-

ab9ffc0bfe2d/Vote-Reform-Two-Pager.pdf 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/upcoming-wzo-election-sees-orthodox-liberal-struggle-opportunity-for-north-american-jews/
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It is a vote to assure that liberal streams of Judaism are provided equal financial support and resources in the 

Jewish state, ensuring that our movements in Israel and all Jewish denominations in Israel remain strong, 

vibrant, and growing. 

 

It is a vote for full equality under the law for all Israelis, including minorities, women, and LGBTQ+ people. 

It is a vote to advocate that the government of Israel does everything in its power to return all hostages. 

It is a vote to support government policy and societal initiatives that pursue a lasting peace between Israelis 

and Palestinians through a Two-State outcome. 

 

Ultimately, it is a vote for peace, pluralism, LGBTQ+ rights, women’s rights, returning our hostages, and 

strengthening our Jewish communities. 

 

If you are older than 18, self-identify as Jewish, and live in the United States, you are eligible to vote. 

Ballots have been mailed to you and voting is available online as well. 

 

Now is the time to make our voices heard—Vote Reform in the World Zionist Congress Election at 

www.zionistelection.org. 

http://www.zionistelection.org./

