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Four years ago, I didn’t know what a third down was, how hard it was for a player on the defensive 

line to sack the QB or how many points a field goal was worth.  

Three years ago, our son Zachary began his freshman year at the University of Michigan—and all of 

that changed. Bonding over football has become another way for us to connect, further strengthening 

the bond within our family. And, this new shared passion…OK, I’ll admit it—maybe obsession—has 

brought us even closer. “Go Blue!”  

This new favorite pastime has also given us more/other ways to connect with friends and has created 

more opportunities to spend time together to either rejoice or lament about the outcome of the 

game.  

I finally get it—this is what all the fuss was about—football is really fun! It bonds people, and it has 

reeled me in hook, line and sinker.  

Perhaps you are wondering why am I standing on the bimah on Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the 

year, talking about football and its relationship with Temple Beth-El.  

One reason was to grab your attention; and two, I realized that the feeling I have gotten from being 

inducted into the football-loving club is one that I am quite familiar with, as it’s how I feel about my 

connection to Judaism and, by extension, being part of Temple Beth-El for more than 22 years.  

The sense of belonging and the community I experience at TBE, coupled with our shared purpose of 

creating a space for people to define and be their authentic Jewish self, is what has drawn me in.  

At Temple Beth-El, we share a bond rooted in faith, tradition and history… and…it’s one that is 

especially meaningful to me. I feel at home when I am here, and I hope that is a feeling that resonates 

for all of you with us today because here is where you Belong! 

• You belong here because we have a clergy team that is dynamic.  

• You belong  here because our programming is expansive, intellectual and provides an array of 

options—from trips to the Yiddish theater, to stimulating conversations around Jewish history and 

thought, to outings to the Mets games and opportunities to serve those in need. 

• You belong here because our worship experiences are meaningful, inviting and create a beautiful 

space for us to be contemplative through our prayers.  

• You belong here because the people of Temple Beth-El are some of the most genuine, generous in 

spirit, welcoming, engaged, committed to Jewish life, supportive people I have ever met.  



• You belong here because our visioning plan is propelling us on a path that is set in the growth 

mindset.  

• You belong here because it is our responsibility as Jews to support our Jewish institutions and 

ensure their future and, by extension, ours.  

• You belong here because now more than ever we need one another and cradled in this synagogue 

is the place we all belong.  

Nitzavim, the parshah we read today, speaks to this very idea. In this parshah, Moses addresses the 

entire nation of Israel and says: “You are standing here today, all of you, before the Lord your God.”  

He emphasizes that all of the people are bound together by the covenant with God. And, we are 

reminded that in standing as one, we are not alone—we are part of something much larger than 

ourselves and a part of something sacred. 

This is the kind of community we need to collectively focus on, especially now. Since October 7, my 

world—our world—has been turned upside down and so much doesn’t make sense. When hate 

speech against Jews may be acceptable, depending on the context.  

When I watch the news, I am floored by the blatant bias in the media, especially from what we deem 

“reputable” news sources. We are inundated by videos of college students chanting for Hamas or 

blocking Jewish students from entering school buildings or justifying the atrocities perpetrated on 

October 7, based on a false narrative.  

I am shaken to my core that the #MeToo movement seems to speak out for all victims…unless you’re 

a Jew. When it comes to Israel, we see them/us held to a different standard from all others, where her 

right to defend herself is scrutinized more harshly than that of any other nation.  

According to a preliminary report from the Anti-Defamation League’s ADL Center for Extremism, 

antisemitic incidents in the U.S. have reached a record high during this past year. More than 10,000 

incidents of antisemitism have been documented from October 7, 2023 to September of this year! 

That’s more than a 200 percent increase compared to the same period a year earlier.  

And, how is it that even the half as many incidents reported the year before seem acceptable as a 

baseline? Now, more than ever, as we face these challenges, it’s vital that we come together and 

strengthen the relationships we share in this community.This is why being part of a synagogue—part 

of this synagogue—matters. 

As we work on writing our next chapter here at TBE, I am so grateful for the new opportunities being 

offered that enable us to grow and strengthen our connection.  

Rabbi Stoller and the senior staff have worked tirelessly on creating the Horizons program catalog 

that I hope each of you have had a chance to look through. If you have not yet procured your copy, 



you can find one in the lobby outside the sanctuary. Just do me a favor, and please wait until I am 

finished speaking before you run out to grab a catalog.  

What is the Horizons program catalog? As Rabbi Stoller shared on Rosh Hashanah, every synagogue 

offers Shabbat and High Holidays services, B’nei Mitzvah classes, pastoral care...all of the necessary 

and expected components of synagogue life.  

But here at TBE, with this intentional, robust and well-planned programming schedule, there are a 

myriad of ways to expand your horizons and participate in the broader TBE community.  

Sign up for a class in our new adult ed program, the Miriam & Moses Center for Pluralistic Adult 

Jewish Learning at Temple Beth-El.  

Attend one of the wonderful performances or events sponsored by the Susan Stumer Cultural Arts 

Fund, or perform a mitzvah by joining one of our many volunteer initiatives.  

All of these opportunities, and so much more, offer the possibility for you to expand and enhance 

your connections here at TBE.  

I encourage each of you to commit to deepening your involvement within our temple community—in 

fact, I implore you to do so. FInd the programs, events or classes that interest you and sign up! 

As most of you know, we are underway with our visioning plan for the future of our congregation. Our 

visioning committee, made up of an incredibly dedicated team, under the direction of our temple 

board, is looking at how we can “rightsize” our building to better fit our needs and leverage it in the 

best way possible to ensure that we are sustainable, vibrant and thriving for generations to come. 

But this isn’t just about making changes to our physical space. It’s about thinking creatively and boldly 

about what our future could look like. We’re also exploring potential partnerships with other 

synagogues—ways that we can work together to build a strong pluralistic Jewish community while 

ensuring that we maintain the rich and storied identity TBE has built and fostered for close to 100 

years. 

Our voices, your ideas and your presence are essential as we move forward, but, of course, your 

financial contributions are necessary, as well.  Our ability to operate and do what we do for each of us 

individually and collectively does depend on your support.  

Twenty-five percent of our budget comes from your membership dues. Additional support comes 

from special events, catering and space rentals, but we rely on your generosity to ensure a strong TBE.  

Our annual campaign, known as the Eternal Light Initiative is our single most important fundraiser 

each year.  

This is the moment when we call on you—and every dollar counts. Whether you attend Shabbat 

services each week or just come on the High Holidays, whether you come to laugh at comedy night, 

participate in the Midnight Run or stocking the food pantry, or you are involved in the Sisterhood or 



Brotherhood, or have children who participate in the youth programs, TBE is important. What we do 

here matters!  

Let’s commit to assuring TBE is a strong and vibrant part of the North Shore community. And when 

we have a pressing personal or family need, that your TBE family is here and ready to support you—in 

good times and bad. Temple Beth-El is deserving of your generosity, and we greatly appreciate your 

support. Please consider making Temple Beth-El a priority in the charities you choose to sustain. 

And, now, a few thank yous—don’t worry we are almost in the end zone.  

When Ron Epstein and I were asked to chair the rabbinical search committee, I can assure you that we 

did not imagine we would be so blessed to find a rabbi like Brian Stoller—and one with such a 

beautiful family including Karen, Lindsay and Zach.  

A rabbi wears many hats and plays numerous roles in a synagogue. They are called upon to make 

life’s milestones meaningful and memorable. They must be a spiritual leader, and be able to inspire, 

and move the community in the right direction. We have found that and more with Rabbi Stoller.  

I am truly grateful for the way he has been so intentional in leading us in our visioning process. His 

guidance and direction have encouraged us to take action and be in the driver’s seat, as we continue 

our journey through this process.  

Rabbi Stoller has also been instrumental in helping us build an incredible team on the bimah, and 

they greatly enrich our worship experience. We are so thankful! I know this is just the beginning of 

our work and partnership, and I am excited as I look ahead to the future.  

When Rabbi Megan Brumer joined us a little more than a year ago, she was tasked with helping us 

reconnect our youth to TBE and to reinvigorate our religious school program.  

With the religious school planning committee, made up of a small group of dedicated parents, Rabbi 

Megan has overseen the creation of our new and innovative program, The Kehillah Project. I am 

thrilled to share that we exceeded our expectations of registrants, and the program is off to an 

incredible beginning! We are so happy to have Rabbi Megan with us—you are such a valued part of 

our temple.  

Thank you to Stu Botwinick, our executive director! On behalf of our congregation, I want to express 

my sincere gratitude for the incredible work you do. Stu’s dedication, leadership, work ethic and 

attention to detail is unparalleled. Stu always goes above and beyond and does whatever he can to 

make things happen. Thank you for your commitment to ensuring our community thrives. 

Our musical team is amazing!  

We are so fortunate to have our cantorial soloist, Stephanie Horowitz- Mulry, sharing the bimah and 

helping us connect to the prayers in a profound way with your melodic voice. Thank you! We are 

thrilled to have you here.  



Thank you to our accompanist, Shy Kedmi, whose incredible talent on the piano adds the most 

beautiful dimension to our prayers and to our songs. 

Thank you to Dr. Levy, our wonderful new choir director, and to our fantastic choir for elevating us 

with your beautiful voices.  

Thank you to Ed, who is joining us on the organ. We are so happy to have you with us and for 

enhancing the musical experience during our High Holidays services.  

Thank you to Michael Black for making sure our sound system is functioning properly and that we are 

able to offer a high-quality online experience for those participating from home. 

Thank you to the office staff for all of the work you have done to make sure that we were ready for 

the High Holidays and for all that you do on a daily basis. 

Thank you to our fabulous maintenance staff for working so hard. We are so grateful.  

Thank you to our dedicated ushers lead by Sandy Caplan and Stan Levine. 

Thank you to Alan Lowenkron and Steve Weinberg for your help with keeping things running 

smoothly with those being called up to the bimah for their honors.  

Last, but certainly not least, thank you to my family for always supporting me in my volunteer work. 

Without your love and encouragement, I would not be able to commit so much time to this new role 

as temple president. Nothing in the world brings me as much joy as my family; my husband, Stan, and 

our three children, Ayden, Zachary and Jacob.  

Finally, let me say that being temple president is not for the faint of heart. I think Gary “forgot” to tell 

me that part when we spoke about me succeeding him.  

In all seriousness, though, I want to express how honored I am to serve in this role. I am humbled by 

this opportunity and to follow in the footsteps of the most dedicated collective group of past 

presidents.  

We also have a board of trustees and executive committee that are made up of the most incredible, 

thoughtful, hardworking, talented and selfless individuals. I am deeply grateful for your support and 

for the time and energy you invest in making Temple Beth-El the best it can be. 

During my tenure as your temple president, I promise to show up for our community, to be available 

to our members, to work in partnership with Stu and Rabbi Stoller and to lead our incredible temple 

board and exec committee with integrity and intention.  

Please reach out to me with your ideas, questions, even concerns—just not so much your complaints. 

This is our synagogue; and as your president, I am committed to doing my best to help make our 

members feel connected and to finding their place.  



I will begin hosting a once-a-month time to meet with the president, so please look for that 

information which will be shared in upcoming communications.  

I feel compelled to also take this moment to be vulnerable and share that speaking from this bimah 

this morning is bittersweet. I can just imagine looking out and seeing my dad beaming with pride as I 

stand here as temple president. He would have said: “That’s my girl,” and then after he would have 

called my grandmother and kvelled to her as they spoke in Yiddish.  

We, here at TBE, are  a team—like in football—but our connection goes far beyond the field. It is a 

connection that spans generations, rooted in our faith, our values and our love for one another. On 

this sacred day of Yom Kippur, a day of reflection, forgiveness and renewal, let us also look forward 

with hope and excitement. Together, we can face any challenge. Together, we can—and we are—

creating a future that is bright and full of promise, and TBE will always be a place that you belong! 

May we be sealed in the Book of Life, and may we enter this new chapter together, with unity and 

purpose. 

G’mar Chatimah Tovah. 


