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Shabbat shalom! | am so grateful to be standing here this evening at our erev Shabbat service,
installing our new temple board and welcoming our guest speaker, Robert Zimmerman, as we
celebrate Pride month.

| am grateful that we take the time to recognize and create a space that acknowledges all of our
members in our scared community.

If you will indulge me for a moment, | have a few words that | wanted to share with you. This week’s
Torah portion, parashah Naso, seems quite fitting for this evening.

A lot is happening in this parashah, but two moments that | want to highlight include when a census
of the families is conducted and their duties are detailed; and, then, later when God tells Moses how
to teach Aaron and his sons the Priestly Blessings.

Just as God told Moses to list the service each family shall undertake for the sake of the community
and in honor of God as they were building the Tabernacle, so, too, do each of us play an integral role
in ensuring that our synagogue thrives.

Our temple board is made up of many dedicated volunteers who give so much of their time and
energy supporting the programs, events and operation of our synagogue. Those of you not on the
board are equally valuable in the ways that you show up to our worship services, join committees,
attend events, volunteer in the office when needed and so much more.

Temple Beth-El is all of ours, and we are as incredible as we are because of the people here and the
roles that each of us takes on to sustain TBE.

| can't underscore that point enough. This is everyone’'s home, whether you are intimately involved,
peripherally connected or still trying to find your way.

There are so many opportunities to get involved and Rabbi Stoller and his dedicated team have
worked tirelessly to create a robust calendar of events for this coming year. | urge you to take
advantage of it all and find what calls you.

The Priestly Blessing is the second part of the parashah that | wanted to reflect on. “May the holy one
bless you and keep you. May God cause God'’s light to shine in you and in your life. May the holy one
lift up God's countenance and bring peace upon you and upon all of us. ...”

| want to challenge all of us to think about these blessings not just as words but also as actions we
can take.



Each of us has the power to bless others. You can attend Torah Study and bless those in attendance
with your insights to the weekly parashah, come to Shabbat services and welcome a new person or
participate in a tzedakah activity and bless others by helping them.

There are infinite ways that we can potentially encounter blessings and offer them to others. Look for
those moments and opportunities. Let's work together to bring more blessings, goodness and
compassion to our world.

Shabbat shalom!



